Secretary’s Report 17 October 2022
This has been a busy year for visits as we won a bursary from the British Embassy Paris enabling us to organise trips to and from Plougasnou as reported by Spike.  As a result of this we have some more potential members of the group, we have developed a good relationship with the school, in particular Ali Graham who was very helpful in promulgating our trip amongst her students, and who is now organising a short exchange trip with Plougasnou and the College.  Our personal relationships with the Plougasnou Twinning group continue to prosper and there is enthusiasm to continue hosting trips although a possible trip from Plougasnou members this autumn did not go ahead.
I had an enquiry from a gentleman regarding a possible exchange for a young Ukrainian staying with him who was a keen French speaker, but he has since got in touch to say that the family is no longer with him and so this will not go ahead. The Plougasnou group had offered a number of suggestions to host this young girl.
We are members of the Cornwall Twinning Association although I was unable to attend their last meeting, the AGM is set for 20th November.  
I now know how to update the website, and have been keeping it updated.
The café polyglot is up and running, every 2nd Thursday at the Inn and Still, Coinagehall Street, Helston and we have booked dated into December. Thanks very much to Phil and Giuliana for organising this – I had reservations and these were entirely unfounded, it is proving successful - there are upwards of 16 people each week, some regulars and some dip in and out.  The main language spoken is French so it would be nice to find more German, Italian and Spanish speakers. 
Just a reminder that the Rotary Club of Helston and also our own County twinning organisation both have bursaries available to for youngsters wishing to undertake a cultural exchange.
Membership
Everyone in Helston and its surrounding area are, in theory, members of the twinning group, however, active members (ie people who have participated in twinning either as hosts or visitors and active supporters) number 18.
Fundraising
None this year, but we are sharing the load – and hopefully the profits – of the mulled wine and craft market at this year’s switch on.


